


Don’t just stand by when your  
neighbor’s life is in danger

                                       Leviticus 19:16    
    The Message

The countries of Guinea, Sierra Leone, and 
Liberia in West Africa are enduring the largest 
outbreak of the Ebola virus in history.   

In Liberia, the epicenter of the epidemic, the disease is 
virtually unchecked due to misinformation about the 
spread of the virus, poor healthcare infrastructures, 
and cultural mores about the proper care of the dead.  
All of the adversely affected countries continue to see 
a mounting death toll as countless more are infected 
daily.  According to the Center for Disease Control, 
the worst case scenario could result in 1.4 million 
cases in the hot zone by January.  The outbreak has 
destabilized communities by crashing economies, 
creating orphans, and contriving food crises.

Building upon the previous work of the African 
American Baptist Mission Collaboration (AABMC) 
begun during the 2010 Haiti earthquake,  
The Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc. is 
once again partnering with The National Missionary 
Baptist Convention, The Lott Carey Baptist Foreign 
Mission Convention, The National Baptist Conven-
tion of America, and The National Baptist Conven-
tion, USA to collectively respond to the intense and 
immense suffering of African people.  Our collabora-
tion will allow PNBC to intensify its impact in 
the region.  

In the short term, the AABMC seeks to help our West 
African sisters and brothers through a two-pronged 
approach.  First, we want to help alleviate suffering 
by supplying food stuffs.  Food shortages exacer-
bate the existing sense of panic.  Hungry and scared 
people take desperate measures for survival.  Second, 
we want to prevent further suffering by providing 
sanitation products and personal hygiene items such 
as hand sanitizers, bleach, and chlorine tablets.  On 
an intermediate basis, the AABMC desires to help 
stabilize and rebuild communities once the virus has 
abated.  We are currently pursuing partners for both 
the long and intermediate strategies.

With the endorsement of all five presidents, the AAB-
MC seeks to raise $250,000 to achieve our immediate 
goals of addressing food shortages and sanitation 
needs by February 28, 2015.  One third of the over-
arching goal ($82,500) is needed by December 31st 
of this year.  The consolidated resources are to be 
distributed to those regions with the most pressing 
and urgent needs.  Based on analysis from the Center 

The outbreak has destabilized  
communities by crashing  
economies, creating orphans,  
and contriving food crises.



for Disease Control, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Guin-
ea constitute, in that order, the most critical emergent 
areas.  President Perkins has committed the support of 
PNBC by affirming the work of the AABMC, endorsing 
its strategic goals, and pledging financial aid.  PNBC 
has not designated a definitive amount, nonetheless, the 
convention will honor its financial obligation through 
a special appeal to its constituent churches, pastors, 
and members.  While we would like to do more, the 
convention is simply unable to make a specific financial 
commitment due to its own fiscal challenges.  There-
fore, you can help in the following ways.

The people of Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia need 
your help!  As individuals and congregations, please 
give generously to this collaborative effort according 
to your ability to give.  You may give on-line through 
the portal on the website at pnbc.org or you may send 
checks to The Progressive National Baptist Convention, 
Inc., 601 50th Street NE, Washington, DC 20019 with 
Ebola Response noted in the memo section.  All funds 
received will be exclusively earmarked for the Ebola re-
sponse of the AABMC.  Thank you for your immediate 
assistance by not standing idly by while the lives of our 
brothers and sisters are imperiled.

With Deep Appreciation,
Rev. James E. Victor, Jr.
Director of Missions 

Here are 5 things you need to 
know to better understand Ebola.
1. What is Ebola? The Ebola virus is the cause of a viral hem-
orrhagic fever disease. This is a severe, often fatal disease in 
humans in countries with limited health care. Ebola is caused 
by infection and symptoms usually begin abruptly.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the first Ebola virus species was discovered in 1976 in 
what is now the Democratic Republic of the Congo near the 
Ebola River. Since then, outbreaks have appeared sporadically.

2. How does it spread? You can’t get Ebola through the air. 
You can’t get Ebola through water. You can’t get Ebola through 
food. You can only get Ebola through touching bodily fluids 
of a person who is sick with or has died from Ebola or from 
exposure to contaminated objects such as needles. Ebola 
spreads more like HIV (blood, body fluids), than flu (respira-
tory). It is possible to spread this virus through sexual activity.

3. What are the symptoms?
Fever
Headache
Weakness
Muscle pain
Vomiting
Diarrhea
Abdominal pain
Hemorrhage

4. How do I protect myself?
Wash hands frequently or use an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer.Avoid contact with blood and body fluids of any 
person, particularly someone who is sick.
Do not handle items that may have come in contact with an 
infected person’s blood or body fluids.
Do not touch the body of someone who has died from Ebola.
Do not touch bats and nonhuman primates or their blood and 
fluids and do not touch or eat raw meat prepared from these 
animals. Seek medical care immediately if you develop fever  
and any of the other following symptoms: headache, muscle 
pain, diarrhea, vomiting, stomach pain, or unexplained bruis-
ing or bleeding. Limit your contact with other people until 
and when you go to the doctor. Do not travel anywhere else 
besides a healthcare facility.

5. Stay educated. Instead of letting the attention Ebola is 
getting create fear and panic, arm yourself with the facts. The 
CDC offers great, easy to understand information, especially 
on their Questions and Answers to Ebola page.

A. Pray for the people of Guinea, Liberia, 
and Sierra Leone 

B. Share with others the good work of  
the African American Baptist  
Mission Collaboration

C. Designate a Sunday between now and  
February 28, 2015 to receive a special  
offering to help persons in the Ebola hot  
zones in West Africa
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